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Chapter - 4

THE FOUNDATION OF BRITISH
ADMINISTRATION AND ITS EFFECTS

We learn about the following in this chapter:

Doctrine of Subsidiary Alliance

Anglo-Maratha wars

Anglo-Sikh wars

Laws brought into force by the British

Supplementary points of constitutional development.

It was certain by the beginning of the 19th Century that the

British would establish their empire in India. They had intensified

their aggression against the local kings. At this juncture, Lord

Wellesley came to India as the Gover-

nor General. He brought into force the

Doctrine of Subsidiary Alliance.

Through this, the English were able to

bring the local kings under their

control.

The British tried to bring Mysore

province under the doctrine of

subsidiary alliance. This was opposed

by Tippu, and it led to a war in which

Tippu was killed. After Tippu’s death,

the province belonging to the Mysore

Wodiyars was given back to them. The

rest of the kingdom was shared by the

English, the Marathas and the Nizam.

There ensued a severe fight for the

succession after Peshwe Narayan Rao

in the Maratha kingdom. Instead of al-

lowing Raghunatha Rao to ascend the

throne, Nana Phadnavis supported the

minor, Madhavrao Peshwa II.

Do you know this?

     According to the Doctrine

of Subsidiary Alliance, the

king could not enter into any

treaty or wage war with any

other king. He had to allow

troops of the British army to

stay in his kingdom and look

after its needs. The

Company had appointed a

Resident to look after the

internal affairs of the

kingdom. The first one to

implement this policy was

the Nizam of Hyderabad.

The sole purpose of this

policy was to make the

Indian kings bear the

expense of managing the

huge army of the British.
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Raghunatha Rao sought the help of the British. The British took

advantage of the situation and waged a war. Although, initially

they lost, later they conquered Ahmedabad. Subsequent to Sallbai

agreement, Madhavrao was appointed as Peshwa.   This was the

First Anglo-Maratha war.

The internal wars between the Marathas laid the foundation

for the Anglo-Maratha war. Scindia and Bajirao Peshwa II were

defeated by Holkar. When the Peshwe sought British support, the

second Anglo-Maratha war took place. Peshwa Bajirao II, by signing

Bassein treaty, accepted the Doctrine of Subsidiary Alliance.

With an objective to attain independence for the Marathas, the

Peshwa mounted an attack on the British Residency. Madhavrao

Holkar prepared for war. This led to the Third Anglo-Maratha war.

The British vanquished the Maratha army. The Peshwa was

dethroned and given a pension. Holkar and Bhonsle came under

the Doctrine of Subsidiary Alliance. In this manner, the British

consolidated their empire.

After the British had established their colonies in the Maratha

and Mysore provinces of South India, they saw an opportunity to

establish their colony in the Punjab province too. Ranjit Singh was

a famous Sikh king, popularly known as ‘The Lion of Punjab’.

During his rule, the Sikhs had gained control on Amritsar and

Ludhiana. After him, his son Duleep Singh succeeded him.

Lalsingh, his Prime Minister, attacked the British with his Khalsa

contingent. When he was defeated by the British, Duleep Singh

had to accept the Doctrine of Subsidiary Alliance. Upset by this,

the Khalsa soldiers rebelled against the British. As a result of the

wars that took place later, Punjab province became a part of British

Empire.

Along with expanding their empire, the British attempted to

bring in reforms in administration. Prominent among them were

the reforms brought about in business.  Attempts were made to

reform trade capitalism along with industrial capitalism. As a result

of these efforts, influence of the British can be seen in the social

field too.
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Trade Capitalism

In Europe, development of new technology and discoveries,
especially in the field of agriculture and industry, led to rise of
capitalism. This further inspired the exploration of new areas.

Modern capitalism and trade capitalism grew together between
the 16th and 18th Centuries. During this period, merchants sailed
over many oceans and discovered new lands. England, Spain and
Portugal were the countries that had excelled in such adventures.
These voyages led to selling of goods and trade.

Selling goods for profit is an enterprise by itself. In this sale of
goods, the European merchants, enjoying trade monopoly, bought
and sold goods at a profit. The provinces played a major role in
encouraging this monopoly through price control. The indigenous
farmers of the respective provinces engaged in price control for the
benefit of the merchants, and thus, protected them.

The goods trade gave great
importance to accumulation of metals.
The difference caused by import and
export of goods had to be given in the
form of metals. As a result, the provinces
came forward to export more and more.
Trade of goods gave more power to the
Company (provinces?). This became the most important policy in
the economy after oceanic attacks and colonization. The aim of the
British was to grab the raw materials from the colonies if the
provinces failed to supply them. The colonies, in addition to being
centres that supplied raw materials, became markets for the
finished goods. In order to stop the colonies from competing with
the foreign powers, restrictions were placed on the manufacture
and trade of indigenous products.

It was against this background that trade capitalists could enter
India. The British East India Company was formed thus with share
capital along with trade monopoly, governmental permission and
charter. The Dutch East India Company, French East India
Company and the Portuguese East India Company were also formed
in a similar manner.

Activity:

     Make  a  list of important

industries in your District

classify them as Indian and

Foreign companies.
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Industrial Capitalism

When the East India Company acquired power over different

areas of India, lot of pressure was put on it to protect the trade and

industrial interests of Britain. By 1813, the economic and political

power of the Company was just illusory. In reality, the British

government wielded power to protect the interests of the British

capitalist class. East India Company, which till then had been just

a trade organization, had to look after the interests of the British

capitalists. The British industrialists did not benefit much from

the trade monopoly enjoyed by the East India Company. The

manufactured goods that were produced on a large scale as a result

of the industrial revolution, needed a market. The British industries

were in need of raw materials, and the workers in need of food

grains.

Consequently, the export of handicrafts from India that was

being carried on from generations, stopped completely as a result

of the Company policy. Due to this, Indian foreign trade had to

take a new direction. Thus, in the 19th Century, India, which had

till then been exporting textiles and handicrafts, had to import

manufactured goods and export cotton and other raw materials. It

had to pay a heavy price for the imported goods. The Company had

to pay a lot to its shareholders. Towards that purpose, Indian wealth

was transported to England. India had to pay even the pension to

British civil and military officials. The profit earned by the British

merchants and plantation owners was also sent out of the country.

India had to pay interest for the money invested here by the British.

In this manner, industrial capitalism became the cause for the

drain of Indian wealth.

Society

It was not possible for Britain to immediately make use of its

colony, India, for its investment and economic purposes. Even before

that, it had to knock down the foundation of the feudal system in

the Indian society. Only after that could it bring in aspects of
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capitalist economic system. It was for this reason that the British

set about demolishing the earlier Indian economic and social

system, and creating new systems.

During this transitory period of the pre-British feudal system

towards capitalist system, the society too underwent certain changes.

The earlier relations with the land, skilled workers and small scale

industries and handicrafts started declining. In their places, new

land relations and modern industries came into the picture. The

class of people who were previously associated with the land and

small scale industries were no longer to be seen. Instead of

community farming in the villages that was prevalent earlier, the

modern farmer and landowner could be seen. We can see both of

them as private landowners. Skilled craftsmen and artisans have

vanished totally. Owing to the growth of modern industries and

developments in transport and communication, new classes have

sprung up consisting of people like the capitalist class, workers’

class, transport workers, agricultural labourers, contractors, land

holders, merchants etc. In this manner, as a result of the British

influence of India, changes took place not only in the economic

field but also in the social structure.

Constitutional Development

As British administration expanded in India, problems too

increased. It became necessary to bring reforms in administration

to deal with these problems. These reforms had to satisfy Indians’

demands too. Hence the British attempted to implement many

laws and rules in the form of Acts and Regulations. These laws

proved conducive to the development of the Indian Constitution.

Regulating Act of 1773 :

The dual government system brought into existence by Robert

Clive was abolished. The Governor of Bengal came to be called

Governor General. Warren Hastings became the first Governor

General. An Advisory Committee was set up to assist in the

administration. Copies of documents relating to the Company’s
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affairs were required to be sent to the Secretary of State. The

Supreme Court was established.

Pitt’s India Act of 1784 :

In order to enable efficient administration of areas under the

British, permission was granted for appointing a Board of Control.

It permitted the establishment of a Privy Council in the Advisory

Committee. East India Company came under the control of the

British Government.

The Indian Council Act of 1861 :

The Act of 1861 occupies an important place in the development

of the Indian Constitution. According to this, Indians could be

nominated to the Working Committee. For the first time, Indians

could participate in Indian administration.

Minto-Morley Reforms of 1909 :

This law was framed in 1909 by the Viceroy of India Minto and

his secretary Morley. Important aspects of the law are: It permitted

expansion of the Central Legislature. The provincial legislative

assemblies expanded and gave provision for elected representatives.

A separate electoral constituency was formed based on religion.

Government of India Act of 1919 (Montague-Chelmsford Reforms)

A High Commissioner to India was appointed. A legislative

assembly with two houses was created at the Centre. The Upper

House was called Council of States and the Lower House was called

Legislative Assembly. Bicameral governments were brought into

practice in provinces too. The topics related to  administration were

divided into Central list, State list and Concurrent list. India was

promised that a responsible government would be given gradually.

The Government of India Act of 1935 : This became an important

document and led to the creation of a federal structure in the

country. An important feature of this Act is that it gave freedom to

the provinces in administration. It became the basis for the Indian

constitution that was framed in independent India.
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EXERCISES

I Fill in the blanks with suitable words:

1. The Doctrine of Subsidiary Alliance was brought into

practice by _______________.

2. The Second Anglo-Maratha War ended with the treaty of

_____________ .

3. The establishment of the supreme court was permitted by

____________ Act.

4. The religion based separate electoral constituency was

recommended by ____________ Act.

II Discuss the following in groups and answer them :

1. Explain the Doctrine of Subsidiary Alliance.

2. Analyse the First Anglo-Maratha war.

3. How did the British establish their supremacy in the Punjab

province?

4. What are the main features of the Regulating Act?

5. What are the reforms brought down by the 1909 Act?

III Activity

1. Under the guidance of your teacher, arrange a debate on

the topic: ‘The Government of India Act of 1935 is the main

source of the structure of our Constitution.’

IV Project:

1. Draw an outline map of India and identify the areas which

had been occupied by the British under the Doctrine of

Subsidiary Alliance.

 


