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SOCIOLOGY

Chapter – 1

SOCIAL STRATIFICATION

We learn about the following in this chapter:

Social stratification

Differences in people

Untouchability – a social evil

Measures to eradicate untouchability

We take birth in different places and grow up to become
different from others due to the influence of the atmosphere,
system, facilities and opportunities. The human society which was
created by these differences led to a stratification based on those
differences.  Concentration of wealth and facilities in the hands of
a few led to the discrimination of other people in society. Thus,
discrimination began to be practiced between the ruler and the
ruled, the rich and the poor, upper class and lower class in society.
Exploitation of people began. These differences and discrimination
led to stratification of society.

Social stratification refers to the practice of classifying people
as upper class and lower class on the basis of income, education,
caste, colour, gender, occupation, intelligence etc. This stratification
has been done by the society. For instance, opportunities for good
nutritious food, school, employment are more for children born in
rich families. Children in poor families lack such opportunities.
Children are not responsible for the segregation of people as rich
and poor. But they have to reap the evil effects of stratification
created by society.

Various kinds of social stratification
can be seen in different periods and in
different countries. For instance, the
caste system has been in existence in
India from thousands of years. This
system determines whether the person
belongs to the upper caste or the lower

Activity:

Collect information about the

projects the government has

undertaken to eradicate dis-

crimination in society.
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caste. Thus, some people belonging to certain low-castes were
considered shudras and untouchables, and they were deprived of
right to food, employment and even right to life. Governments in
India have striven to provide a constitutional remedy for this
injustice.

Stratification can be seen in all societies. The whites in America
treated the blacks as slaves and traded in them. Similarly,
discrimination is made everywhere between the haves and the
have-nots.

The system of social stratification leads to inequality and
differences. It humiliates the people classified as the low class. For
example, the blacks in America were not permitted to attend the
schools of the whites. In India, untouchables were not allowed to
take water from public wells or lakes.

Prejudice created due to discrimination:

The great Kannada poet, Pampa
declared: ‘Truly, the whole mankind
is one’. (ªÀiÁ£ÀªÀ PÀÄ® vÁ£ÉÆAzÉÃ ªÀ®A) This
denotes that all human beings are
one. In spite of this, people practise
various kinds of discrimination based
on caste, gender, region, rich and
poor, which create many prejudices
in the minds of people. Prejudice is
the opinion a person forms about another person or community
even before he gets to know them. This kind of opinion may be
positive or negative. However, prejudices created by discrimination
lead to development of feelings like impatience, contempt, disrespect
and hatred. As a result, social inequality develops leading to social
conflicts.

Untouchability- a social evil:

The stratification in India can be seen in the caste system.
People in India are spread among innumerable castes. Some castes
among these are considered to be high whereas the others are
considered to be low. Untouchables had been considered to be at
the lowest rung in society in this caste stratification.

Do you know this?

Bias Positive prejudice or
bias: Usually we consider
‘our people’ as ‘good’. This

feeling helps us to live in
harmony. However, if it
becomes intense, it can be

detrimental.
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Do you know this?

Sections 15, 16, 17, 38 and 46

of the Constitution stipulate that

there should be no

discrimination among Indian

citizens.

Sections 16 (4) and 320 (4)

guarantee reservation in the

employment sector to scheduled

castes and tribes.

Sections 330, 332 and 334

guarantee reservation in the

political field to scheduled castes

and tribes.

Section 29 guarantees

educational facilities.

Section 25 guarantees free entry

to all people to social and

religious places.

Untouchability is an inhuman practice of our society. Mahatma

Gandhi called it a ‘stigma’ on the Hindu society. Due to the practice

of untouchability, people victimized by it were deprived of social,

cultural, religious, educational and political facilities and

opportunities. This condition continued for some centuries.

However, the situation has changed now. At present, the constitution

guarantees the provision of all facilities to people of all classes and

castes. People belonging to backward castes and classes are getting

special facilities. The practice of untouchability is dying down as a

result of the gradual increase in literacy. This is a heartening

development, and has helped to promote social harmony.

Measures to eradicate untouchability:

Jyotiba Phule, Swami Vivekananda, Dr.B.R.Ambedkar and

others made immense efforts to wipe out the stigma of

untouchability. In spite of their attempts, it has not been eradicated

completely. Many laws have been

brought into force to control it.

Section 17 of the

Constitution prohibits the

practice of untouchability. The

‘Untouchability Crime Act’ was

implemented in 1955. Some

lacunae of this Act were rectified

and the Act was amended as

‘Citizens’ Rights Protection Act’ in

1976. According to this Act,

practice of untouchability is a

punishable offence. Besides,

universal suffrage and right to

equality have been guaranteed in

the constitution to all citizens of

the country. All people belonging

to backward castes, especially the

scheduled castes, have been
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provided reservation in educational, political, economic and

employment opportunities. The Regulation of 1989 confers special

responsibilities to the state governments with regard to eradication

of untouchability. In this manner, independent India has been

striving to provide equal opportunities to all its citizens by showing

great interest in curbing the evil practice of untouchability.

EXERCISES

I Fill in the blanks with suitable words:

1. Turly the whole mankind is one is declared by __________.

2. Untouchability is a stigma on Hindu religion. This was told

by _________

3. Section _________ of the Constitution declares that practice

of untouchability is a punishable offence.

II Discuss the following in groups and write the answers:

1. What is meant by social stratification?

2. How has social stratification been created?

3. What is meant by prejudices?

4. What are the constitutional and legal measures undertaken

to eradicate untouchability? Explain.

5. What are your suggestions to stop the social evil of

untouchability?

III Activity:

1. Read the biographies of social reformers who strived to

eradicate untouchability.

IV Project:

1. Write down your suggestions for eradication of

untouchability and discuss with your teacher.

 


